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EDITORIAL

Climate changeinIndia

India is the third-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, after the US and China. Thisis due to
rapid growth in population and the economy relying heavily on burning biomass and
fossil fuels such as coal and oil. This is contributing to climate change and affecting the
country in many ways.

The rise in temperature is causing the Himalayas glaciers to retreat, leading to the
country's major rivers, such as Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Yamuna, having less water.
Heat waves can cause temperatures of 50 degrees, as recorded in 2019, and lead to
deaths. Itis also affecting farm labour productivity.

Climate change is affecting the monsoon, which is vital to farmers as they depend on
rain. The monsoon season is usually from June till September and brings rain which
helps grow crops. However, climate change has disrupted the monsoon, and now the
season is wetter, causing floods and spreading pollution. There is also more erratic
weather, with examples of cyclones Tauktae and Gulab in 2021 and uneven rainfall
during the monsoon months.

Sea level rise also affects the northeastern states such as Meghalaya and low-lying
islands in the Sunderbans. If the sea level continues to rise due to climate change, it is
seen that residents of those areas will have to move. It is high time now to take the
impact of the climate change seriously.
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Editor
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES - ProEnviron Project

The ProEnviron Project conducted many environmental activities from 1st October -2021 to 31st
March, 2023. The glimpses of these activities are as under.

Activities

P N o v & w N

Nature Camps for Students

Nature Trips for Educators, Teachers and Trainee Teachers
Workshop for Teachers

Nature Walk & Nature Talk

Coordinator's Visits

Committee Meetings

Publications

Nature Camps for Students

During these 18 months ProEnviron Project (initiative of
Sarjan Foundation) organized total 38 Nature Camps
which included 1904 students and 83 teachers. The .
students were mostly from standard 5th to 8th. These
Nature Camps were replete with some very interesting
environmental activities like nature trail, jungle walk in
the night, bird watching, identification of different
insects, identification of some plants and trees etc.
were focused in these camps. Students were also
provided some useful information on the topics like
Ecology, Biodiversity, Conservation, Pollutions and ways
to get rid of them, Forestation, Plantation and Rain
Water Harvesting etc. After completion of each Nature
Camp, feedback from the teachers was collected and on the basis of such feedback
the next camps were organized. The general objectives for all these nature camps
included the followings:

1. To provide students with a comprehensive outdoor education experience.

2. To take the curriculum outside the classroom and teach students
environmental awarenessthrough directlearningin the lap of Nature.

3. To encourage students to observe environmental problems and to develop the
sense of solving such problems.
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES - ProEnviron Project

4. To encourage appropriate interactions among the students with their peer and
the mentor.

5. Tofacilitate and promote teamwork.

6. To help the students to develop an attitude of being one with the natural
environment.

7. Toexplainthe students man'sinterdependence with his environment.

8. To guide the students to determine and develop a role in conversing and
preserving the environment through appropriate action.

9. To facilitate the students to expand their individual awareness of the finite
nature of the environment.

2. Nature Trips for Educators, Teachers and Trainee Teachers

Total three Nature trips were
organized during this period. One
such trip was organized on 24th
September, 2022 for the students 2o
of Sheth C.N.Talimi Vidyalay, who °
were trainee teachers. The other ' =
trip was organized on 18th _
December, 2022 for the principals :
and directors of different
educational institutes of Sheth
C.N.Vidyavihar campus. The main aim of this trip was to demonstrate some of the
activities included in the nature camps. The principals and the directors were
really very happy to see the interesting ways of nature education. They all
appreciated the efforts made by the team ProEnviron Project. The third one was
organized on 22nd January, 2023 for the teachers of different educational
institutes of Sheth C.N.Vidyavihar. It was based on an idea that, if these people are
sensitized towards the environment, there would certainly be a kind of great
impactin theirclassroom teaching and they will be able to create a new generation
of the students who are quite sensitive about the environment.

3. Three Day Workshop for Primary Teachers

A three day teachers training workshop for environmental education was
organized by the Sarjan Foundation at Adam's Retreat Campsite, Tikhimagri,
Sabarkantha, Gujarat from 17th March, 2023 to 19th March 2023. Thirty two
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES - ProEnviron Project

primary teachers Dr. K.R.Shroff Foundation, two faculty members of MARG centre
of Rampura Vadla, Banaskantha and one primary teacher from Sheth C.N. Bal
Vidyalaya, Ahmedabad took part in this workshop. Shree Anil Johri (IFS officer &
Retired PCCF of Forest Department), Shree Uday Vora (Retired CCF of Forest
Department) and Shree Mayur Rathod ( Honorary Wildlife Warden, Sabarkantha
District) were the experts in this workshop. In this workshop, mainly the following
topics were covered in detail.

1. Carbon Footprints and ways to get rid of them

2. Activities to sensitize primary students towards the environment they live in

3. Gamesand activities to create environmental awareness among the students
4. Understanding flora and fauna of a certain geographical region

5. Identification of some commonly found birds, insects, animals, plants and trees
6. Annual planning of environmental activities in the schools

All the participants had a common feedback that “Such programmes must be
repeated in the future.” They had acquired a great amount of knowledge and they
had thoroughly enjoyed the whole workshop when they left the camp site.”

4. Nature Walk & Nature Talk
Nature Walk

Nature Camps can only be organized from October to March due to hot
temperature but there are still some environmental activities which can be carried
out during any season of the year. Nature Walk and Nature Talk are such activities
which can be planned anytime. ProEnviron Project organized one Nature Walk on
3rd September, 2022. In the Nature Walk the trainees were introduced some birds,
insects, plants and trees of C.N.Vidyavihar campus. During this Nature Walk, they
were also given information about the topic like global warming, hazards of plastic
and water crises by Dr. Jayesh Raval.
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Nature Talk

One Nature Talk for the trainee teachers of
C.N. B.Ed. College and C.N.Talimi Vidyalaya
was organized on 11th January, 2022. Awell
known ornithologist and conservationist | ¢
Shree Bhavanisinhji Mori presented some
astonishing facts about the Relationship
between Human Being and Nature.

Two Nature Talk for the for the trainee &
teachers of C.N.Talimi Vidyalaya only. Inthe
first Nature Talk on 2nd February, 2023, Dr. Jayendra Bhalodiya, a professor of
Ahmedabad University and an Ornithologist presented a slide show on
Importance of Birds. In the second Nature Talk on 11th February, 2023, a well
known environmentalist Shree Mayur Rathod presented a slide show on the
Relationship between Birds and Human Being.

Three Nature Talk were organized for the students of C.N.Kishor Vidyalay. All these
Nature Talk were presented by Dr. Jayesh Raval. The first Nature Talk was organized
on 10th March, 2022 and the topic of the talk was The Amazing World of
Elephants. The second Nature Talk was organized on 28th September, 2022 and
the topic of the talk was The Amazing World of Lions. The third Nature Talk was
organized on 16th February, 2023 and the topic of the talk was The Amazing World
of Migratory Birds.

5. Workshops

A- Amazing world of Insects

An interesting workshop on the Amazing
World of Insects was organized at the &
Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra on 20th May,
2023. Two entomologists, Shree Dhaivat
Hathi and Shree Shivam Bhatt explained
the participating children and their
guardians the interesting lives of the
insects.

B- Usefulness of Seed Collection

A workshop to understand the usefulness of seed collection was organized at the
Sheth C.N. Angreji Kendra on 18th June, 2023. Some nature enthusiasts from Eco
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Friends Group of Gujarat participated this
workshop and shared their views on the ™
importance of seed collection. Around 20 |
members of Eco Friends of Gujarat ™
participated in this workshop. Apart from |
these members, there were several other N

friends from Plants Exchange Group of Ahmedabad.

C-Sapling making workshop

A one day sapling making workshop and
tree plantation was organized at Sheth C.N.
Angreji Kendra on 21 st July, 2023. Shree
Lokendrabhai Balasariya of Treewalks =3
Group of Ahmedabad came along with his . e
five team members. They demonstrated =
how to make saplings. Fifteen students of =4
std. 7th along with their mother/father
participated in this program. Twenty five trainee teachers of PTC college too
participated this workshop enthusiastically.

6. Coordinator's Visits

The coordinator of the ProEnviron
Project visited several people and T .
places during these 18 months in g oy
order to endorse the activities of the
ProEnviron.

B i
The coordinator of the ProEnviron —E-S-%t:

Project visited three existing

campsites and four potential campsites during this period of time. These visits
included Sembalpani, Rampura Vadla, Serenity Botanical Garden, Vadali,
Maneknath and Chikhalkuba(Gir). In addition to this he also visited several
Environment expertsin Surendranagar, Rajkot, Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad.

7. Committee Meetings

In order design the policies and to confirm quality and uniformity in all the
activities carried out by ProEnviron, total six meetings of the Advisory Committee
were organized during this period. They were as follow.
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Meeting No.1 :5th August, 2021 Sheth C.N.Vidya Vihar's central office
Agenda :Roadmap to Activities (Earlier to the time mentioned in the report)
Meeting No.2 :5thOctober, 2021 Sheth C.N.Vidya Vihar's central office
Agenda :Roadmap to Activities
MeetingNo.3 :21st October, 2021 Sheth C.N.Vidya Vihar's central office
Agenda :Scheduling of Nature Camps
MeetingNo.4 :17thDecember,2021 Online Meeting
Agenda : Formation of Rules and Regulations
MeetingNo.5 :5thSeptember,2022 Sheth C.N.Vidya Vihar's central office
Agenda : Publication and Materials for the Activities
MeetingNo.6 :10thJanuary, 2023 Sheth C.N.Angreji Kendra
Agenda :Increasing the numbers of the camps and campsites, expansion of
the activities
8. Publications

Two news magazines were published to support the environmental activities
carried out by the team ProEnviron during this period. The third issue too, has
been published. Apart from these magazines, two booklets for the campers are
also ready to print. The one is a general book on how an individual can contribute
himself for a better environment and the other is an introductory book on fifty
commonly found birds in Gujarat.

Reporthy:
Dr. Jayesh Raval
Coordinator -ProEnviron Project
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Ql¥ - (Tiger)
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yeodl donsui aamol 4 W2z (3 g2) Bedl giu 8 24 Risizl el s2dl quid dlg anis daid i R
A d-l AR Axdlat Al ver Guaidll 8. »u Gulid ar d-l Yeod-l Guaia geu Aswall
(visual communication) 2 ugL 3 &. are=l Al 391 d-l UAWRAL Yata el 8 ¢oll oy dai
(camouflage) gia 8 % At 515 #UL Al WAML HELIU A 8. ALE-L B BUYAL HISHL AN

(guard hair) 244 iga-l tueg-i awn (underfur) 2iu 6L USIRAL U €A B, /L BUUAL WIS AN
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ENVIRONMENT QUIZ

: Though they sound happy, what animal's "laugh" is a reaction to
being threatened?
A. Baboon C. Ox
B. Hyena D. Woddpecker
: Capable of exceeding 186 miles per hour, what is the fastest creature
in the animal kingdom?
A. Cheetah C. Black
B. Horsefly D. Peregrine Falcon
: Known for its intelligence, which dog breed has been found capable
of understanding more than a thousand words?
A. French Bulldog C. Dachshund
B. Cocker Spaniel D. Border Collie
: Which animal species can live in extremes of both heat and cold, from
-20 °F to 120 °F?
A. Emperor Penguin C. Chuckwalla lIguanas
B. Bactrian Camel D. Polar Bear
: The tiniest animal with a backbone is a what?
A. Frog C. Fish
B. Bird D. Lizard
: Growing up to 59 feet (18 meters) long, which is the world's
largest living fish?
A. Marlin C. Manta Ray
B. Whale Shark D. Sailfish
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ENVIRONMENT QUIZ

Q- 7 : Which of these “fish” is actually a fish?

A. Jellyfish C. Swordfish
B. Crayfish D. Starfish

Q- 8 : The largest “town” home to what animal was an underground colony
measuring 25,000 square miles, found in Texas?

A. Capybara C. Prairie Dog
B. Meerkat D. Beaver

Q- 9 : An individual animal of which type was found to be at least 272 years
old, suggesting that its type includes the world's longest-living

vertebrate?
A. Galapagos Tortoise C. Japanese Wagyu Cattle
B. Indian Elephant D. Greenland Shark

Q- 10: What gives flamingos their pink color?

A. Mud Captured in Feathers C. Dominant Genes
B. Reaction to Sunlight D. Eating Shrimp

Q- 11 : A rattlesnake's rattle is made of the same material as what human

body part?
A. Earlobe C. Fingernail
B. Bone D. Teeth

Answer Keys 1:B|2:D|3:D| 4:B|5:A|6:B|7:C|8:C|9:D|10:D | 11:C
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ENVIRONMENT CARTOONS

Dilmah CONSERVATION =,

OON

“Good fisherman” |

The Figherman and the Golden Fish
Tkth - pleass release me
o back to the sea,

and Il grant amy
wigh you desire
magically!

Thank God!
I'd rather
die than go
back

All Cartoons Courtesy: Awantha Artigala
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CHILDREN V/S CLIMATE CRISIS

Some children from across the world are petitioning the United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Child to hold five of the world’s leading
economic powers accountable for inaction on the climate crisis. Here is what
they have to say.

“l want a better future. | want to save my future. | want to save our
future. | want to save the future of all the children and all people of

future generations.”
Ridhima Pandey
INDIA

“It is our future and world leaders should hear us. If they don’t act
tostop the climate crisis it is our future that will be affected.”

Catarina Lorenzo
BRAZIL

“If the world leaders listen to us, children can make a difference in
this world, because we’re the ones that are going to be affected.”

Carl Smith
UNITED STATES

“We all have the right to enjoy our planet and we should all protect
that right. Our generation is trying to prevent climate change for
future generations.”

Carlos Manuel
PALAU

“Climate change is the first thing you see when you go outside. It is
happening a lot more, a lot more... you cannotignore it.”

Litokne Kabua
MARSHALL ISLANDS
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gl, IFERT A-AHH 1 & fohder faear?
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Tl shl §H 1E BIE,
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?Igdd-ﬁﬂcbl-lo-ll ~d9T g,
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T FReER & dl 6H R

Teh G ol I B, Teh Helof TRAN |
a@ag%ﬂaqﬁﬂ%ﬁ-—dmﬁﬁw

ToT-§1f& I 3rerer Jrerdl,
FITBHS—‘IT?»ﬂ's’RIUﬂT?f

ol g HeohdT & T 3 Td31g T IRER |
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IRAT HT TR AT E,
ICEGRER RSICIETSERS

TS qUIT T, S UAT T, 8T U AT
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gT-qW H TS Tk T &,

1) Teh o &7l TR Gelohl TAg o9 Tl a1 |
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