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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

We take this opportunity to publish the 1st issue of the ProEnviron Magazine. The magazine
highlights the concept note of the project, six months activities report and other environment related
information. This magazine aims at sharing burning issues on conservation, environmental
awareness, education, climate change and related activities. It also brings into focus the progress
made by ProEnviron members and volunteers in the field of Environment.

Apart from sharing news on various activities carried out by the ProEnviron Project in a month,
we also hope that ProEnviron magazine would bring attention to the present and future
environmental issues facing the health of our planet and the people it supports. Now, in a world where
these issues have migrated to the mainstream, we are looking forward and asking: what more can we
dotohelp?

ProEnviron magazine has a serious editorial mission. Our mission is to inform, educate, enable
and create a platform for global environmental action. Our readers could be our friends who are top
environment leaders from government, business and educators, as well as a broad spectrum of
'intellectually curious'citizens.

Your suggestions to make this magazine more impressive will prove to be a motivational force
tous.

-Dr. Jayesh Raval

Editor
ProEnviron Magazine Committee Members
Issue No. 01 L
September- 2022 1. Dr. Vaishaliben Shah -Ahmedabad
2. Smt. Smitaben Dave -Ahmedabad
Editor and Project Coordinator 3. Shri Mansukhbhai Salla -Ahmedabad

Dr. Jayesh Raval, Ahmedabad
4. Dr.RajendrasinhJadeja  -Anand

Proof Reader 5. Shri. KiranbhaiChavda - Palanpur
Ambika Haresh Pandya

6. Shri. Rajendrasinh Jadeja -Ahmedabad
GraPhiC Design 7. Shri. Nakhilbhai Mori -Savli
Shailesh Dave

8. Dr.Bhagvanbhai Patel -Ahmedabad
Contact _ _ 9. Dr. Pravinbhai Dabhi -Ahmedabad
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M:9408887411, 9825735515 10. Shri.BhalchandraShah  -Ahmedabad

ProEnviron Magazine will be published every two months
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CONCEPT NOTE

ProEnviron

Concept Note on coordinated action for Reorienting Educational and
Environmental Initiatives.

Introduction

A group of citizens came together to deliberate upon the need for reorienting
educational activities by coordinated action to promote environmental awareness
among students and teachers in particular and citizens in general. The immediate push
for this coming together came from the perusal of a few books sent to Sarjan
Foundation by Shri Nirubhai Sheth and his family associated with J V Sheth Foundation
and Global Wildlife Conservation in USA. The civil society, at large, needs to be
sensitized towards the dire need to ‘rewild’ the wild. The significance of nature and the
all-encompassing role it plays in our lives, can never be overemphasized. Given below is
aconcept note and an outline of activities to be conducted by groups of school children,
undergraduate students, teachers of schools and colleges, farmers and activists.

Response to Books

The members’ initial response to the books is very positive. The books are rich in
content as they present valuable information about the earth and the treasure of
natural environment. The photography, the visual presentation including printing etc
are of a high standard, which is appropriate for generating interest in the topic/s and
the theme/s. The books can serve the purpose of becoming a resource pool for
interested children and adults. It may be worthwhile to obtain about five sets of books
and place them at the disposal of schools and colleges that volunteer to host the
activities outlined below. Later, we may consider the possibility of transcreation of
some of this material in Gujaratior

Hindilanguage/sto make it more accessible.
Twin Objectives
ProEnviron Project is dedicated to the twin objectives of
a) Reorienting the educational activities in our schools and colleges, and

b) Enhancing societal awareness regarding environmental degradation and
sustained action for conservation and rewilding.

We would like to highlight the interdependent and mutually beneficial
relationship between the two major objectives.
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CONCEPT NOTE

It is said that nature has inbuilt mechanisms to restore the damage done by
pollution, but the degradation caused by human race has outpaced this natural
process. The need of the hour is to augment this natural restoration process through
focused interventions. The first step towards environmental conservation is spreading
awareness, for with it comes a sense of responsibility. The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has, therefore, stressed on the need for
widespread environmental awareness programmes. The most effective means to
spread such awareness is education. A carefully designed learning system through
which youngsters are exposed to various aspects of environmental conservation would
help them develop a deep understanding of it. Children should be made aware of the
threats of environmental degradation and should be encouraged to act responsibly. A
child should not only be taught the name of a flower, rather s/he should know why that
flowerisimportantin our ecosystem.

A well designed environmental education system would include both theoretical
as well as practical exposure to environment conservation. A child would think a
thousand times before plucking a flower or scattering litter if s/he knows that every
action leads to a reaction. Children learn and unlearn many things at school, but if at
regular intervals they are made aware of their role in environmental conservation they
would turn out to be green ambassadors. Thus, nature camps on environment
conservation should be arranged in a manner that these values are imbibed in the
students psyche.

The final goal is to restore meaningful, lifelong educational impact, not only
regarding environment education, but also in all the activities across curriculum. Once
our teachers begin to perceive the difference between book-based, exam oriented
learning of environment as a school subject as against life changing value based
environment education, it would hopefully lead to deeper changes in the teachers’
approachto educationasawhole.

Guiding Principles and Activities

We need coordinated action to counter environmental degradation. The
proposed action will not be carried out as a top-down plan of action, but will encourage
a participatory model. It will be facilitated by a coordinating team located in
Ahmedabad, and will be happening in certain parts of Gujarat with participation of
identified groups.
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CONCEPT NOTE

1.

2.

Initially, we may plan activities for a period of two years, i.e., 2021-22 and
2022-23 of which, the first year will largely be in the form of field trial of our ideas.
Proposed activities for the first year (2021-22):

a) Work with a specified number of students and teachers from five districts of Gujarat,

b)

c)

d)

e)

i.e., Banaskantha, Sabarkantha, Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad and Anand.

Select about five schools from each district and identify 10 students + 3 teachers
from each school.

Organize One-day workshops (district-wise) for about 50 students + 15 teachers.

Organize two to three Five-day Camps (at Rampura Vadla or suitable sites) where
shortlisted students and teachers participate in a variety of conservation activities.

Organize Ten-day Camps (one or two) during the summer vacation for extended
activities and consolidation of the ‘learning’ in terms of skills and attitudinal/
affective uptakes.

3. The activities for the second year will include bilingual transcreation of the printed

material as well as the creation of audio-visual (digital) presentations.

Conclusion

We hope that the activities will enable us to prepare an appropriate programme of
action for the coming years. This will include actual field activities related to
conservation and regeneration or revitalising the flora-fauna ecosystem in the
forest region around Rampura. A continuous documentation process will record
the progress across a timeline. Participants to such camps across years, will form a
community that will remain associated and will be kept connected for life. This may
then spawn many more environment related projects as these youngsters get into
their careers in different walks of life. In the subsequent years, a larger number of
students, teachers, farmers and citizens will hopefully participate in the activities,
enabling us to reorient educational activities and to create greater awareness of
environment and wild life.
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SARJAN FOUNDATION Public Trust Reg. No. E/11269/Ahmedabad

About

Sarjan Foundation (Sarjan) is a not for profit organization registered under the
Bombay Public Trusts Act, 1950, contributing to the society in a small way since 1998
and gathering momentum as time passed

Donations to the Sarjan are eligible for exemption u/s 80G (5) of the IT Act 1961.
Sarjan is also cleared and eligible for receiving donations from foreign nationals and
foreign sources.

Sarjan is committed to improving the quality of life of the opportunity deprived. It
firmly believes that the opportunity deprived tends to fall by the wayside and hence
either get or remain marginalized.

Sarjan has taken up a direct intervention in the areas of livelihood promotion and
education and health in its centers located in Amirgadh (shifted to Rampura Vadlla
recently), Palanpur in Banaskantha district, Prantij in Sabarkantha District and Siholi in
Gandhinagar District in Gujarat.

In healthcare it regularly organizes eye camps in villages to screen cases of cataract
and glaucoma and check eyesight for glasses. Further treatment is facilitated mostly in
state aided or state run tertiary care hospitals. In rare cases patients are treated in
Private Hospitals.

Performance:

1. Sarjan's 'Marg' Centre has
groomed 2130+ youngsters in
livelihood skills. All of them have got
placements with starting salary of not
less than Rs. 12000 p. m. Striking
feature of this training is that over
12% of them have set up their own
enterprise and are doing quite well.

It is noteworthy that our trainees get
regularly placed with Tata Autocomp,
Welspun, L&T, Maruti Suzuki, Jyoti
CNCtonameafew.

2. RObertS F Smlth TeCh nOlOgy Space scientist Dr. Upendra Desai with trainees and instructors of MARG center
Centre (RFSTC) set up inthe year 2016

at Palanpur, has groomed till date 830+ IT graduates lacking in employable skills, in IT
and IT enabled skills like Tally Erp 9, AutoCAD, Mobile Applications, Web designing. As a
result 560+ have already got suitable placements.

3. Arts and Craft Centre (Shakti) set up in the year 2011 at Prantij has groomed 1600+
women in diverse livelihood skills like tailoring, Mehndi or Henna Designing, Beauty
Parlor, Crochet work, etc. to make them self reliant.

4. BADRI (Benevolent Accelerated Development and Reconstruction Initiative)
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SARJAN FOUNDATION Public Trust Reg. No. E/11269/Ahmedabad

Centre, a residential non formal School
set up in July, 2018 for Xth & XlIth Std.
exam. Certificate from National
Institute of Open Schooling, is
grooming 104 students selected from
tribal area of the state. It is heartening
to note that our entire first batch
comprising 16 students has
successfully cleared their 10th Std.
Board exam. heldinJune 2022.

5. Sarjan has prOVided SChO'GFShipS Trainees learning CNC lathe machine operations
support to 823 (404 boys +429 girls)

marginalized students. Of them 21 have acquired diploma, 81 have acquired graduate
and 44 have acquired post graduate level qualifications.

6. Between year 2004-05 and 2020-21, Sarjan has organised 280+ Eye camps in rural
interior villages, facilitated 13,500+ cataract surgeries with lens implant and provided
1,17,500+ specs.

All the above activities are conducted in the true spirit of charity-completely free of
costs. Thisis the underlying guiding principle for Sarjan.

Sarjan is now facing an awesome task of setting up its campus on the land it got by
way of gift at Rampura Vadala in taluka Amirgadh, Banaskantha, Gujarat.

As we race to complete phase | structures of this project at a cost of Rs. 12.5 crore,
we are in dire need of funds. We have so far made an outlay of Rs. 9 crore towards
construction of Administrative & Academic buildings, Amphitheatre, Kitchen, Toilet
Block and incidentals. We still need to raise balance Rs. 3.5 crore to complete remaining
Phase | structures.

Sarjan has also to take care of its annual operating budget of about INR 2 crore along
with to keep the wheels turning.

Sarjan does not get any government grant or aid. It has covered the journey so far
with the support provided by philanthropic minded people, charities and corporate
entities. And with that supportit hopes to make it to the next destination.

Needless to say that your support to Sarjan will go along way in improving the quality of
life of the opportunity deprived in the tribal belt of Banaskantha, Sabarkantha and
Gandhinagar Districts and help them to live on their own with dignity.

If you want any furtherinformation or clarification please let us know.

Contact person:

Bhalchandra Shah: +91 9898905305

Phone: (079) 26300534, Email: sarjanfoundation@gmail.com
Website: www.sarjanfoundation.com
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AMAZING FACTS ABOUT ELEPHANTS
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES 1st October -2021 to 31st March, 2022

In spite of the devastating impacts of Covid - 19 pandemic almost all over the
world, the ProEnviron Project carried out a large number of activities from 1st October,
2021 to 31st March, 2022. These activities included several meetings of the Core
Committee, formation of the proposed Rules and Regulations for future activities and
arrangements of Nature Camps at different campsites in Gujarat.

Three meetings and one online meeting among the members of the core
committee were arranged during this period. Simultaneously total 25 one day Nature
Education Camps were organized at three different camp sites during these six
months. One camp was organized at Adalaj Camp site, two camps were organized at
Indroda Nature Park, Gandhinagar and rest of twenty two camps were organized at
Sembalpani camp site near Ambaiji.

An insightful session on wildlife and environment conservation was also
arranged on 11th January with a group of PTC and B.Ed students of Sheth
C.N.Vidyavihar. The speaker, Mr. Bhavanisinhji Mori who is an Advisor to the
Government of Gujarat, is a veteran Wild Life Photographer, Bird Watcher and a
Conservationist, popularly known as 'Green Bapu" among the environment activists,
talked to the students.

Following this event, Shri Bhalchandrabhai Shah and Dr. Jayesh Raval visited Shri
Bhavanisinhji Mori at his residence, Wadhvan on 16th January, 2022. This meeting
aimed at requesting him to join the ProEnviron Project as a member of the core
committee and to thank him for the the session he took on 11th January, 2022. The
meeting was very fruitful as Shri Bhavanisinhji agreed to help the project in every
possible way.
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ProEnviron Project : Next Year’s Activities

Next Year Activities -1st April 2022-31st March 2023 ( Proposed )

Successful organization of twenty five one day camps and several meetings of the core
committee have brought into light some much needed activities that can be completed
next year. Some of them are as under.

1. Create a group of people on social media like WhatsApp, facebook and instagram to
spread awareness about environment. A free of charge primary membership to
interested people can be made possible.

2. A couple of camp sites in almost all districts of Gujarat can be found out and support
theirownersto develop them, if required.

3. A database of the environment education experts can be prepared in order to get
guidance fromthem.

4. Different curriculum for one day, three days and five days camps can be prepared in
order to make sure that the common goals are achieved and uniformity in teaching-
learning process is maintained.

5. Different schools/colleges and some social groups can be contacted to involve them
in such environmental activities.
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ENVIRONMENT QUIZ

Question 1 : Which of these materials cannot be recycled?

A. Plastic bottles

B. Paper and cardboard
C. Light bulbs

D. Metals

Question 2 : Which of these is a renewable energy resource?

A. Coal

B. Nuclear energy
C. Natural gas

D. Wind energy

Question 3 : Which of the following will help you to save water?

A. Close taps properly and fix leaking taps, pipes and toilets
B. Flush the toilet 3 times

C. Take long showers

D .Leave the faucet on while you brush your teeth

Question 4 : Which is the most eco-friendly mode of transportation?

A. Car

B. Bicycle

C. Bus

D. Motorcycle

Question 5 : Which day is celebrated as the Earth Day?

A. March 12
B. October 2
C. April 22
D. May 9
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ENVIRONMENT QUIZ

Question 6 : Which of the following is a greenhouse gas?

A. Carbon Dioxide Co2
B. Methane Ch4

C. Nitrous Oxide N20
D. All of the above

Question 7 : Which of these countries emits the most carbon dioxide?

A. China

B. Russia
C. USA

D. Australia

Question 8 : How long does a Styrofoam cup take to decompose?

A. 50 years

B. 100 years
C. 300 years
D. 500 years

Question 9 : What is the most common type of trash that litters our oceans?

A. Cigarettes

B. Plastic bags

C. Beverage plastic bottles
D. Straws/stirrers

Question 10 : How long does it take for a glass bottle or jar to decompose?

A. 100 years

B. 4,000 years
C. 10,000 years
D. 40,000 years

Answer Keys 1-C| 2D | 3-A|4B|5C|6-D| 7-A | 8D | 9-A | 10-D
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NATURE CAMP GUIDELINES (Proposed)

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

09.

10.

ProEnviron Project firmly believes that all the activities in the nature camps should
be carried out in such a way that the safety of the participants as well as the
trainers are not compromised. In order to provide them ideal kind of teaching-
learning environment, some quality standards in terms of safety, food, sanitation,
cleanliness and activities etc. should be maintained. Given below are the
guidelines set for the maintaining the quality standards of the camp sites.

Location of the campsite — Nature camps should be in natural areas such as
wilderness/natural settings. Camps in rural areas with a significant natural
resource base can also be considered. Wetlands and coastal areas as well as forests
areas close to urban settings can also be considered to both save travel time and
costsandto demonstrate the importance of conserving such areas.

The camping activities must be so designed as to help children relate with elements
of nature in an exciting way, and raise their curiosity and commitment towards
nature and environmental conservation.

Nature Camp activities in general should minimize the classroom & lecture
approach, and use strategies of field experience, self discovery, and experiential
learning.

Camping programme should include development of follow up actions by children
especially change in behaviour in their personal lives, in schools and in the
neighbourhood. Available resource material may need to be adapted for the
specific situations. Ideally, children should leave with simple resource material or
observation sheets/checklists, etc. that they develop during the camp so that they
have these for future reference.

All camp sites operating should follow best possible standards including for
sanitation, safety, waste and resource management, energy/water use, etc.
Minimize footprint (Negative Impact on Environment) of camping and maximize
handprint (Positive Impact on Environment) through good actions.

Itis essential that any camping activity that is undertaken has minimal effect on the
local habitatand environment.

Ensure that campsites have not been set up by curtailing or infringing the rights of
local population or community, and do not create any disturbance for the normal
lives of any local community.

Organizers should ensure that no services, materials or products used in the nature
camps have involved violation of laws and ethics regarding child labour, cruelty to
animals, genderissues, labour rights, tribal rights, forest & wildlife laws.

Organizers to ensure that campsites and structures conform to fire safety
regulations, and that adequate fire safety equipments and preparations are in
place with trained personnel to handle a fire emergency; in particular, bonfires,
barbecues etc to be discouraged. Where considered essential, they should be sited
away from vegetation, tents, vehicles or otherinflammable material, in open
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NATURE CAMP GUIDELINES (Proposed)

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

clearings. Ensure that no fires using firewood are set up in areas where fuel-wood
collection by local peopleisanissue.

Safety: Strict safety norms should be followed for the camps. The organization will
be ensuring strict safety norms, and the safety of campers. In general, “adventure”
activities should not be undertaken or only under the guidance of experts in that
particular activity.

Clear guidelines (and their enforcement) about what to bring/not to bring to
campsites should be given in advance. Disposables, plastic items, wrappers,
packaging or any other material likely to be used and left behind should be
discouraged.

Organizers should ensure a comprehensive plan and system for Waste
Management, both solid and liquid. Ensure that large amounts of waste are not left
behind at the campsite. Composting of biodegradable waste (food & kitchen
waste) should be mandatory at the campsite.

Provide systems for safe storage of non-degradables/ recyclables and either take
these back or find a safe disposal inadvance.

Link up campsites with local recycling facilities if any, and build such site visit
modules within camp programmes.

On-site handling, treatment and/or disposal of human waste needs to be carefully
considered. Ensure that pit latrines are not located within 500 m of any freshwater
source.

Planning and setting up water supplies for drinking, cooking, bathing, washing,
other uses — decisions about extraction from natural source, provision of supply
water, transported bottled water need to be taken in advance based on
requirements of the group, sustainability of supply and needs of other users.

Installing and demonstrating rainwater harvesting structures wherever feasible —
evenintheshortterm usinginnovative approaches.

Promoting conservation-oriented water use practices and habits at camps —
reorienting user behaviour, demonstrating improved devices such as low-flow,
foamingtaps, improved flush systems, etc.

Disposal and/ or on-site treatment of used water (grey water as well as sewage)

Making campsites “net-zero waste” sites.
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DAYS TO REMEMBER

World Lion Day - 10th August
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World Elephant Day - 11th August
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PUBLICATION IN PROGRESS

Publication of educational materials

Useful materials for environment education and for reference are being developed by the experts
associated with this project. These materials will bring a kind of uniformity in work pattern and will
alsowork as the field guide for the teachers as well as the students.

Booklets onthe following topics are being prepared for publication now.

1. Paryavaran najatan mate hushukarishaku ? (What can |l doto protect Environment?)
. Chalo, aapna pakshio ne olakhiye ( Let’s identify our birds)
. Chalo, aapnavruksho ne olakhiye ( Let’s identify our trees)

2
3
4. Chalo, aapnasarpo neolakhiye ( Let’s identify our snakes)
5. Chalo, jeev-jantuo ne olakhiye ( Let’s identify insects)

6

. Prakrutina Vismayklarak Satyo (Amazing Facts about Nature)

Sample pages of Chalo, aapna pakshio ne olakhiye
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